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George used to pass the greater part of the week with
them. He dined and slept at Clay Hill, riding to London
daily (bating occasional exceptions) with his father, and
riding back, ten miles, to dinner. Young George was accus-
tomed to go over a good deal of ground on foot also, besides
the exercise of riding twenty miles per day. In those days,
the junior members of the firm had to go forth, along with
what was called "the walk clerk," carrying the various
" bills " for presentation, a duty involving some two or three
hours of walking exercise.

On the evening of the days when it was necessary for him
to stay in the Oity, to "lock up," George occupied him-
self principally with study. He had contracted a strong taste
for the classics at Charterhouse, and felt prompted to culti-
vate them on quitting the scene of his boyish training.

Looking forward to a commercial course of life, certain
to prove uninteresting in itself, he resolved to provide for
himself the higher resources of intellectual occupation.

He was at the same time sensible to the charm of music,
and frequented the concerts of the Philharmonic Society
(then newly established), which made a pleasant variety in
his Oity routine.

He began to* learn the violoncello, too, towards the year
1815, and on that instrument he frequently accompanied his
mother, who was a fair musician, and they played Handel's
compositions in the family circle with pleasure and good
effect.

Again, young George addressed himself to the study of the
German language, under the tuition of Dr, Schwabe, a
minister of the Lutheran Church (in Alie Street, Goodman's
Fields). At that period very few young men (and scarcely
any women, of course) knew German, and it furnished evi-
dence of earnest devotion to literary pursuits when George
Grote gaye up his leisure hours, few as they were, to its
acquisition.

From the year 1812 up to the year 1815, the young
banker's life revolved in a sufficiently prosaic circle; working by visits to Badgemoor at
